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Historic Breakfast Celebrates Women Political Trailblazers on March 28 
Annual event honors five who didn’t just open doors – they redefined the room
ORLANDO, Fla. – March 12, 2025 – On Friday, March 28, 2025, the Orange County Regional History Center will present its Sixth Annual Women’s History Breakfast. Titled Through the Glass Ceiling: Orlando’s Political Pioneers, the event pays tribute to Mable Butler, Linda Chapin, Martha Haynie, Glenda Hood, and Mary I. Johnson—trailblazing women who broke barriers to gain top elected leadership positions in the City of Orlando and Orange County. 
From the mayor’s office to the commission chambers and more, they campaigned against the odds, won hard-fought victories, and expanded opportunities in spaces where their voices had long been underrepresented.
“This is a truly historic event, as four of these remarkable women—Mable Butler, Linda Chapin, Martha Haynie, and Glenda Hood—will be joining us at the Women’s History Breakfast. These trailblazers broke barriers, led with vision, and opened doors for future generations, forever changing the political landscape of our community,” notes the History Center’s executive director, Azela Santana. Family members of the late Mary I. Johnson will also be in attendance.
Proceeds from the Women’s History Breakfast support the museum’s HERstory: Women in History Internship. Two of the museum’s most recent HERstory interns, Keauna Brantley and Adaeze Nwigwe, will participate in the program.

Doors open at 8 a.m. with a breakfast buffet, coffee, and conversation, followed by the program at 8:30 a.m. Tickets are $35 each or $350 for a table (8 people). For more information, visit TheHistoryCenter.org/Events or call 407-836-8500. The event is supported by City of Orlando.
“It’s a rare opportunity to thank and recognize these amazing women for their incredible leadership and lasting impact,” says Santana. “We’re honored to celebrate their legacy—it’s sure to be a morning of inspiration.”
The Orange County Regional History Center, housed in a historic courthouse at 65 E. Central Blvd. in downtown Orlando, features four floors of permanent and special exhibitions. The museum is a Smithsonian Institution affiliate and accredited by the American Alliance of Museums. It is funded in part by Orange County Government through the Community & Family Services Department under Orange County Mayor Jerry L. Demings and the Board of County Commissioners. The Historical Society of Central Florida Inc. is supported by United Arts of Central Florida and sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Arts and Culture, and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture. For more information, visit TheHistoryCenter.org.
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